
Presidential Ponderings 
 

by Lois Wolfson, McNALMS President 
 

 

 

     It’s nice that this newsletter is coming out just after the 2022 Michigan Inland Lakes Convention ended. McNALMS was 

a contributor to the Convention, and its members helped plan some of the sessions. The Convention’s theme was                           

Protecting Lakes Today for Tomorrow. Over the three-day period, we had over 325 participants and 45 different sessions 

that focused on aquatic plants, fisheries, shorelines, harmful algal blooms, invasive  species, economics, water law, policy 

and regulations, lake management, native mussels, communications, lake protection and restoration, and several other 

topics. There were also two keynote presentations, one on Wild Rice and one on the North Temperate Lakes Long-Term 

Ecological Research Program. The good news is that the presentations were recorded. If you missed a presentation, you 

can still see it. Visit Convention - Michigan Inland Lakes Partnership (msu.edu), and go to the Abstract web page where 

most of the video presentations are posted. McNALMS is a founding member of the Michigan Inland Lakes Partnership 

that organized the event. 

 

     McNALMS also submitted a letter to the Governor’s office this past summer requesting that July be proclaimed as Lake 

Appreciation month. Governor Gretchen Whitmer signed the proclamation which discussed the importance of our lakes 

and shorelines and the vital role they play in Michigan’s environment and well-being of the state. A copy of the                           

proclamation appears on page 3 of this newsletter, and is also on the McNALMS website at www.mcnalms.org. 
 

>  Continued on next page  < 

                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow McNALMS on Facebook & Twitter 

 

  

 

 

Michigan Chapter, North American Lake Management 

Society is a proud affiliate of the North American Lake 

Management Society, an organization that is dedicated 

to  forging partnerships  among  citizens, scientists, and 

professionals  in  order  to  foster the management and 

protection  of   lakes  and  reservoirs…for  today  and                      

tomorrow. To learn more about each organization,  visit 

these informational websites located at :  

           www.nalms.org/              www.mcnalms.org/ 

P. O.  Box  4812 
East Lansing, MI 48826 

 
 
 

Visit our website at  www.mcnalms.org  

Promoting Natural Shoreline Landscaping  
to Protect Michigan's Inland Lakes 

 

The goals of the Michigan Natural Shoreline Partnership include: 
 

• Train contractors and landscape professionals about shore-  
line technologies and bioengineered erosion control. 

• Educate property owners about natural shorelines and                        
technologies that benefit lake ecosystems. 

• Research, demonstrate, and develop natural shoreline                      
technologies that benefit lake ecosystems. 

• Encourage local and state policies that promote natural 
shoreline management. 

 

www.shorelinepartnership.org 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/michiganlakes/convention/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/michiganlakes/convention/2022_abstracts
https://www.mcnalms.org
https://twitter.com/Michigan_NALMS
https://www.facebook.com/McNALMS
https://www.nalms.org/
https://www.mcnalms.org/
https://www.mcnalms.org
https://www.shorelinepartnership.org
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Presidential Ponderings...  
 

(Continued…) 
 

Next month McNALMS will be offering its annual Student Research Grants Program in cooperation with the Michigan 

Lakes and Streams Association (MLSA).  A call for proposals will be sent out in late November.  Our pot of funding totals 

$4K. If you would like to receive the Call for Proposals, send a note to mcnalms@mcnalms.org indicating this. We want to 

expand our list of potential applicants. You can also visit our website for complete information on the upcoming grants 

program. 
 

Finally, McNALMS added a new Board member at its August meeting. Katelyn King, a post-doc at the University of                     

Michigan was appointed as one of the Director-at-large positions. She joins the current Director-at-large members, Joe 

Nohner, Michigan Department of Natural Resources; W. Scott Brown, Michigan Waterfront Alliance; and Ralph Bednarz, 

Rennie Lake Association, and retiree from the former Michigan Department of Environmental Quality. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The operation of wake boats in a manner that creates large waves and increases bottom scour is an emerging threat to 
natural resources in inland lakes. Wake boats can produce waves with 1.7–17 times the energy of other comparable-sized 
powerboats and their propellers generate enough turbulence to resuspend bottom sediments in water up to 33 feet 
deep. The large waves generated by wake boats take between 225–950 feet to dissipate to heights and wave energies 
observed 100–200 feet away from similar boats operating at cruising speed. Further, the use of ballast tanks in wake 
boats results in a dramatic increase in risk for transporting Dreissenid mussels and other aquatic invasive species and 
pathogens among water bodies. The cumulative negative effects of wake boats on natural resources can lead to loss of 
habitat, resulting in the decline of aquatic ecosystems and angling opportunity. 
 

Michigan’s current boating laws and regulations are intended to both promote public safety and prevent damage to 
aquatic resources but were created prior to the commercialization and popularization of wake boats in the early 2000s. 
As a result of the large waves and increased scour caused by these vessels, the existing 100-foot operating buffers around 
docks and shorelines on inland lakes are not sufficient to protect aquatic resources. The Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources, Fisheries Division recommends the following to minimize the effects of wake surfing and wake boarding on  
natural resources: 
 

1. Boats operating in wake-surfing mode or wake-boarding mode, during which boat speed, wave shapers, and/or    
       ballast are used to increase wave height, should operate at least 500 feet from docks or the shoreline, regardless of  
       water depth.       
         

 

2.   Boats operating in wake-surfing or wake-boarding modes should operate in water at least 15 feet deep. 
 

3.   Ballast tanks should be completely drained prior to transporting the watercraft over land. 
 

4.   Regulatory authorities and the boating industry should implement an increased education and outreach campaign  
       that targets wake boat operators to improve awareness and implementation of the best practices listed above. 
 

To  continue reading MI DNR Fisheries Report 37, click here 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: The MI Department of Natural Resources has not proposed -- nor will the department pursue -- any regulatory changes for Michigan boaters based on the draft 

report “Wake boats: concerns and recommendations related to natural resource management in Michigan waters.”  The draft recommendations found on page 7 of 

the report are intended to provide a starting point for discussions to create guidelines under which the recreational opportunities that wake boats provide can be   

enjoyed in a manner that minimizes harm to the natural resources and property of the state. 

https://mymlsa.org/
https://mymlsa.org/
https://michiganwaterfrontalliance.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/MI-DNR-REPORT-37.pdf
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             Governor Whitmer Dedicates July as 

 Lakes Appreciation Month 
 
 

July 01, 2022 

      

WHEREAS, lakes are among Michigan’s most valuable natural resources; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Michigan’s landscape is home to more than 11,000 inland lakes, and Michigan’s                     
boundaries are shaped by four of the five Great Lakes with over 3,000 miles of shoreline; and, 
 
WHEREAS, these lakes and shorelines are critical resources to Michigan’s environment and quality 
of life, providing sources of drinking water, irrigation, energy, commerce, recreation, scenic beauty, 
and habitat for fish and wildlife; and, 
 
WHEREAS, these beneficial uses have been of vital importance to Michigan’s history, growth, and 
financial health; and, 
 
WHEREAS, these lakes are ranked among the best in the nation -for water quality, biological                      
diversity, and integrity of healthy native plant and animal communities; and, 
 
WHEREAS, invasive species and nutrient stressors continue to threaten the health of our lakes and 
shorelines, which will intensify as a result of climate change; and,    
 
WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy and Michigan                   
Department of Natural Resources administer programs to monitor lakes, manage the fisheries,       
permit aquatic invasive species control activities, support Michigan’s 13 state-designated at the                               
underwater preserves and their historic resources, and promote best land management practices 
shorelines and shore lands; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the fresh, cold waters of the Great Lakes preserve more than 1,500 shipwrecks in                      
Michigan waters, providing time capsules of our history; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Michigan Chapter of the North American Lakes Management Society engages 
state and local agencies, Native American Tribes, outreach institutions (universities and other                      
educational institutions), nongovernmental organizations, businesses, industries and citizens in a 
collaborative effort to ensure the quality, sustainability, and ecological diversity of lakes, while                       
considering society’s needs, and, 
 
WHEREAS, maintaining the health or our lakes and shorelines is the responsibility of every resident, 
and through the Michigan Clean Water Corps, community volunteers have been organized and 
trained as lake monitors, bringing education, resources, and assistance to lake properties and their 
owners across the state; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the state of Michigan recognizes the need to protect these lakes and shorelines for                   
future generation; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gretchen Whitmer, governor of Michigan, do hereby proclaim July 
2022 as Lakes Appreciation Month in Michigan in special recognition of the vital role lakes 
and shorelines play in Michigan’s environment and the well-being of our state. I encourage 
all residents and communities to actively participate in the protection and preservation of 
our lakes and shorelines. 
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Thank you to all of our 2022 Michigan Inland Lakes Convention speakers, participants, sponsors, and behind-the-

scenes helpers that made this virtual event a massive success! We had over 325 attendees and 45 presentations on a 

wide breadth of issues related to our beloved inland lakes. Presentations were recorded and are now available on 

our abstract webpage.   

Visit the Convention Website 

The Michigan Inland Lakes Convention is a premier lake learning opportunity for anyone who loves lakes. The                       

Michigan Inland Lake Partnership hosts the event every other year. When we're not busy hosting a Convention, the 

Partnership promotes collaboration to advance stewardship of Michigan's inland lakes. 
 

You will now receive occasional emails from us alerting you to upcoming lake learning and funding opportunities. You 

can learn more about us at www.canr.msu.edu/michiganlakes. 

To learn more about the North American Lake Management Society 42nd International Symposium,  

point your computer’s browser toward         

https://www.nalms.org/nalms2022/  

https://msu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dcbe6cc74154e3ee94c9aaa89&id=f5cbc4ce82&e=54e6ca48af
https://msu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dcbe6cc74154e3ee94c9aaa89&id=ede00b6961&e=54e6ca48af
https://msu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dcbe6cc74154e3ee94c9aaa89&id=beccab58be&e=54e6ca48af
https://www.nalms.org/nalms2022/
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Learn about Michigan’s inland lakes online from MSU Extension 
  
Registration for the award-winning Michigan State University Extension Introduction to Lakes Online course is 

now open! This six-week online course kicks-off January 10th and is designed for anyone interested in inland 

lakes, including concerned citizens, decision makers, local leaders, resource professionals, and lakefront                   

property owners. Course topics include lake ecology, watershed management, shoreline protection, aquatic 

plants, Michigan water law, and community engagement. 

 

These topics are explored via video lectures, interactive activities, and discussion forums. Additional resources 

are also provided for those looking to dive deeper into a topic. Participants communicate with each other and       

instructors through lively discussion forums and biweekly Ask-an-Expert webinars. 

  

Registration is open now through January 8, 2023. The cost of the course is $115 per person. Register by                   

December 19, 2022 for an early bird price of $95 per person. 

  

A certificate of completion is awarded to those who complete the course. Participants can also receive 16                      

Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Pesticide Applicator Re-Certification credits and 

credits in the MSU Extension Master Citizen Planner, Master Gardener, and Master Naturalist programs. 

 
 

Learn more and register at www.canr.msu.edu/lakesonline. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/courses/introduction-to-lakes
http://www.canr.msu.edu/lakesonline


 

 

 

 

Third Annual Harmful Algal Bloom Virtual Symposium  
 

Call for Abstracts  
 

Emerging Research and Case Studies   
January 5-6, 2023  

 

Submission Deadline: Friday, November 4, 2022, 11:59 PM Central Time.  
 
 

 

The Algal Bloom Action Team's popular Harmful Algal Bloom Research Symposium  
will return for it's third year on Thursday-Friday, January 5-6, 2023! 

 

  

The symposium is free and will be held entirely virtually. Over the last two years, the event has brought together over 600 

water professionals annually from across the North Central Region to hear about the latest Harmful Algal Bloom Research, 

discuss  examples of effective bloom management, and learn about the latest technologies tackling this global issue. 
 

Our Call for Abstracts in Now Open! 

The harmful algal bloom symposium is a great opportunity to share your work with fellow water professionals.  

Be sure to submit an abstract of your work today! 
 

Research and case study abstracts are encouraged! 

Abstracts are due at 11:59 PM CT on Friday, November 4th 

 

SUBMIT YOUR ABSTRACT 
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Photo : MSU Extension 

https://northcentralwater.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/317/2022/10/HABs-call-for-proposals-2023_FINAL-1.pdf


 

 

Lake Shoreland Protection Position Statement 

 

Lakes are recognized worldwide for the immeasurable value they offer our planet. More than aesthetically pleasing, lakes 
provide habitat to a rich variety of species as well as water for drinking, agriculture, and recreation. Unfortunately, the 
quality of water supporting such ecosystem services continues to deteriorate. As a result of shoreland development, lake 
ecosystems are increasingly stressed by altered hydrologic regimes and nutrient over-enrichment. Ecosystem disturbances 
allow for the increased colonization of invasive species and the proliferation of harmful cyanobacteria blooms.  Further-                                
more, lakes and tributaries without “living” shorelands are less resilient to the effects of climate change as they no longer 
have the ability to absorb and dissipate storm energy nor access to historical floodplains. Protection of lake shorelands is 
critical to ensuring that lakes and humans can adapt to meet the demands of our changing world. NALMS recommends that 
we more highly prioritize maintaining lake shorelands in their unimpaired state, so that we may save the best of what is left 
for current and future generations.  
 

It is necessary that shoreline protection be extended to inland surface waters to protect freshwater resources and secure 
water reliability. Actions to slow and reverse shoreland deterioration will be more successful if addressed in earlier stages 
of decline rather than for lakes that have significantly deteriorated in water quality. Furthermore, intentional effort must be 
made to ensure that the diversity of the community is reflected in the committees responsible for lake management, policy 
development and public outreach. Socially equitable and environmentally just actions must combat gentrification, minimize 
pollutant exposure, ensure affordable housing, and provide public access to lakes. This further underscores the importance 
of supporting watershed-wide issues with funding appropriations specific to lake systems; lakes support the people, and we 
support the lakes.  
 

As such, NALMS supports the following for Lake Shoreland Protection: 

• NALMS supports changes in the implementation of US EPA CWA policy to fully support waterbody management on an 
equal basis with the currently emphasized point-source and watershed controls. This can be accomplished through the 
restoration of Section 314 funding that must be enhanced with Healthy Lakes programming and environmental justice 
objectives. 
 
                                                                                  To continue reading, click here 
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     Photo: Scott Brown 

https://www.nalms.org/nalms-position-papers/lake-shoreland-protection-position-statement/


MWA Mission Statement “This corporation is formed to protect, 

preserve and promote the wise use of inland waters – lakes, 

streams, rivers, creeks and the waters and bottomlands of the 

State of Michigan. 

Michigan Waterfront Alliance 

Membership Application 
 

Please help us in our efforts to be a legislative “Watchdog” to protect 

Michigan’s Inland Lakes & Streams. 

Annual dues: 

Individual membership $50     Lake Associations $100 

Corporations $200 

Please print: 

Name ________________________________________________  

Date: _______________ 

Street ________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________ State ______  

Zip ____________  County: _______________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________ 

Email:_________________________________________________ 

Make checks payable to: Michigan Waterfront Alliance 

Send dues and contributions to: Michigan Waterfront Alliance  

P. O. Box 369, Fenton, MI 48430 

 

 

McNALMS Corporate  
Members 2022 

Aquaweed.com 

Helpmylake.com 

Phycotech.com 

Plmcorp.net 

Progressiveae.com/water-resources 

Restorativelakesciences.com 

LakeProInc.com 

 

 

McNALMS Corporate Member Spotlight 

 

 
 
 

WATER RESOURCES 

For nearly three decades, our water resources specialists 

have collaborated with communities across Michigan on 

lake and watershed management projects. We work with 

clients to improve water quality, control invasive species, 

preserve natural habitat, and implement strategies that                 

enhance Michigan’s valued resources. The water resources 

team is supported by our civil engineers, landscape                       

architects, and geographic information system specialists. 

We provide workable solutions to complex water resource 

management problems. 
 

View our water resources web site at 
 

www.michiganlakeinfo.com 
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clarke.com/aquatic-services 

https://michiganwaterfrontalliance.com
http://www.aquaweed.com
http://www.Helpmylake.com
http://www.Phycotech.com
http://www.Plmcorp.net
http://www.Progressiveae.com/water-resources
http://www.Restorativelakesciences.com
http://www.lakeproinc.com
http://www.michiganlakeinfo.com/
https://www.clarke.com/aquatic-services


 

McNALMS Board Members 2022 
 

President: Lois Wolfson  

(MSU Extension / Institute of Water Research) 
 

President Elect: Melissa DeSimone 
(Michigan Lakes and Streams Association) 

 

Secretary:  Position Vacant 
 

Treasurer: Jason Broekstra  

(PLM Lake & Land Management Corp.) 
 

Executive Director Emeritus Howard Wandell  

 (Retired Riparian) 
 

Past President: Mike Solomon 
) 

Directors-at-Large 
 

Ralph Bednarz (EGLE Retired) 

Scott Brown (MWA)  

Melissa DeSimone (MLSA) 

Katelyn King (UM Research Fellow) 

 

Michigan Inland Lake Partnership’s 
  Virtual Lake Learning Event Listing 

 

 

Many organizations offer on-line learning opportunities 

throughout the year. For your convenience in helping to 

identify and track on-line events that may interest you, 

the Michigan Inland Lake Partnership has created a                 

continually updated virtual event list that serves to 

highlight many current inland lake and water resources                 

related on-line events. These organizations welcome            

participation by lake and water resource professionals, 

and the general public.  
 

 

Check it out today! 
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The aggressive and always curious green sunfish (Lepomis cyanellus)...   

      Photo: Scott Brown 

“Those who dwell, as scientists or laymen, among the beauties and mysteries of  the earth, are 

never alone or weary of  life.” - Rachel Carson 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/michiganlakes/online-learning

